Somebody's Mother Question Answers 

Multiple Choice Questions

Q1. What is the rhyme scheme of the poem?
A. abab
B. aabb
C. aaab
D. abcd
Ans. B. aabb

Q2. The young boys have been compared to __________
A. a pack of wolves
B. a bunch of flowers
C. a flock of sheep
D. none of these
Ans. C. a flock of sheep

Q3. What season is the poem set it?
A. spring
B. winter
C. summer
D. autumn
Ans. B. winter

Q4. Which of the following is mentioned in the poem?
A. umbrella
B. book
C. snow
D. rain coat
Ans. C. snow

Q5. Why was the street wet?
A. it had rained
B. the snow was melting
C. it had been washed
D. all of these
Ans. B. the snow was melting

Q6. The woman prayed for whom?
A. for her son
B. for the young boy who had helped her
C. for everyone
D. she didnt pray
Ans. B. for the young boy who had helped her

Q7. The poet hopes that –
A. everyone helps elders
B. someone would help her mother
C. she will help an old woman
D. no one helps anyone
Ans. B. someone would help her mother

Q8. How did the boys react to the pile of snow?
A. disappointed
B. hailed it
C. hated it
D. cleared it
Ans. B. hailed it

Q9. Identify the figure of speech used-
‘Nor offered a helping hand to her’
A. personification
B. alliteration
C. metaphor
D. simile
Ans. B. alliteration

Q10. Find the most suitable word for ‘laddie’-
A. helper
B. scholar
C. boy
D. horse
Ans. C. boy


Extra Questions

Q1. What is the message conveyed by the poem ‘Somebody’s mother’?
Ans. The poet conveys the message that whenever we see an aged woman in need of help, we must help her considering that she is somebody’s mother and her son is far away. Thus, every mother in need will be taken care of by some young boy who will think that she is somebody’s mother and likewise, someone will help his mother also.

Q2. What harm could happen to the old woman?
Ans. The woman could be trodded upon by a horse cart when she would cross the road.

Q3. Did someone help the old woman?
Ans. Yes, a young lad from the group of school boys offered to help her cross the road if she wanted to go. He offered his strong arm and guided her trembling old feet.

Q4. How did the young laddie feel after helping the old woman?
Ans. He felt happy and satisfied that he had helped the old woman who was somebody’s mother. He hoped that someone would help his mother too.

Q5. How did the people who passed the old woman, react to her?
Ans. The people did not pay attention to her anxious look. The school boys also hurried down the street when they saw the old woman standing at the crossing.

Q6. Why did the old woman find it difficult to cross the street?
Ans. The recent snowfall had made the street wet and slippery, and being old, grey, and frail, her feet were slow and unsteady, making her afraid to cross on her own.

Q7. What poetic devices are used in “Somebody’s Mother,” and can you give an example of each?
Ans: The poem uses simile (“Came the boys like a flock of sheep”), alliteration (“helping hand,” “slippery street”), and repetition (“old and grey”) to add rhythm and emphasis to the poem.

