Footprints without Feet Previous Year Questions

(with model answers)

Q1. Griffin’s brilliance as a man of science fades before his darker
traits. Give reasons from the text to support your answer. [CBSE
2024]

Ans. Griffin’s brilliance as a scientist is overshadowed by his darker
traits throughout the story. Despite his intellect and scientific
achievements in making himself invisible, he uses this power for
selfish and destructive purposes. He sets fire to his landlord’s house
out of revenge and steals money to sustain himself. His actions show
a disregard for others’ well-being and a willingness to manipulate and
harm. Instead of using his brilliance to benefit society, he chooses a
path of lawlessness and deceit. Griffin’s descent into criminality
highlights how his scientific brilliance becomes tainted by his lack of
empathy and moral compass, ultimately diminishing his legacy as a
man of science.

Q2. A character arc is the transformation or development of a
character throughout a story and refers to the changes a character
undergoes as a result of his/her experiences, challenges and
interactions with other characters.

In light of the above information, trace the character arc of Griffin in
H.G. Wells’ Footprints without Feet’. [CBSE 2024]

Ans. Griffin is a mad scientist who uses his scientific advancement for
the wrong reasons. He becomes invisible and then sets the landlord’s
house on fire. He escapes and only the muddy footprints are visible.
Then he enters a closed store, looking for warmth, sleeps through the
night and on being discovered, hits the storekeeper. Then he again
steals things like props from a theatre store. Griffin is an anti-social



and anti-law. He wants to escape the city and his search for solitude
takes him to the village of Iping. There also, his irritant nature leads
him to hit people and enter into fights. Finally, the policeman Jaffers
is called in to catch the invisible man who creates a lot of ruckus.

Q3. How would you assess Griffin as a scientist? [CBSE 2020]

Ans. Griffin was a brilliant scientist, as he discovered the scientific
formula to make a human body invisible. This was indeed a big
achievement in science but he seemed to enjoy the feeling of power
when he became invisible. He misused his discovery to satisfy his
personal needs and got sadistic pleasure by hurting others. Although
he was brilliant in his job, but he was not a noble scientist who made
contribution to the larger benefit of society. His discovery of
invisibility was therefore, done just for his own benefit.

Q4. What made the boys follow Griffin? [CBSE 2020]

Ans. The boys saw freshly made muddy footprints on the path but
there was no one to be seen who would be leaving those footprints.
This intrigued the boys and hence, they decided to follow those
footprints without feet which were actually left by the invisible
scientist, Griffin.

Q5. How did Griffin find himself invisible but naked in the chill
January air for the second time? [CBSE 2019]

Ans. When the large London store opened in the morning, the sales
people entered. Seeing them, Griffin panicked and ran. The assistants
chased Griffin as he fled in a state of terror. He had to take off his
newly discovered clothing in order to disappear, so for the second
time he was both invisible and naked in the cold January air.
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