
 

 

Amanda Previous Year Questions (with model answers) 

 

Q1. In the poem ‘Amanda’, why does the poet use the famous fairy 

tale character, Rapunzel? Explain. [CBSE 2024] 

 

Ans. Rapunzel is a symbol of freedom and escape. She lives alone in a 

huge castle. She lives a peaceful life which Amanda desires for. 

 

Q2. Explain why Amanda wants to be an orphan. Refer to the given 

lines, from the text — I am an orphan, roaming the street. I pattern 

soft dust with my hushed, bare feet. The silence is golden, the 

freedom is sweet. [CBSE 2024] 

 

Ans. Amanda is fed up with her mother’s constant scolding and 

nagging. She prefers being an orphan rather than to have such a 

parent. She feels that her mother does not understand her feelings. 

Thus, Amanda wants to be an orphan. 

 

Q3. What impression do you form about Amanda in the poem? 

[CBSE 2023] 

 

Ans. Amanda is an innocent young girl. She is immature and dislikes 

her mother’s constant nagging and scolding. Amanda wants to be 

free and escape her mother’s continuous intervention. 

 

Q4. Amanda did not agree with the restrictions put on her. Give two 

reasons to support the statement. [CBSE 2022] 

 

Ans. Amanda’s imaginative desire of escaping into a fantasy world 

where she is perhaps a mermaid, or Rapunzel or even an orphan 

show that she disliked the restrictions imposed on her. 

 



 

 

Q5. Why does Amanda wish to be a mermaid? [CBSE 2022] 

 

Ans. Amanda, who is often chastised by her parents for being lazy, 

imagines herself as a mermaid who lives a carefree, unrestricted 

existence on the gentle waves in the green sea. Amanda escapes 

from the daily nagging and reprimanding of her parents by using such 

fantasy. 

 

Q6. Amanda wants to be Rapunzel, a beautiful princess living in a 

tranquil tower. Write a character sketch of Amanda in the light of 

this remark. [CBSE 2020] 

 

Ans. Amanda is a little school-going girl. She is constantly nagged by 

her mother who keeps asking Amanda to do this or that. She is a 

daydreamer and inventive girl who loves freedom and wants to live 

alone. She wants no restrictions and instructions from her mother. 

She escapes into the world of dreams imagining herself a mermaid, 

an orphan or a fairy. This is her mode of escaping reality. She lives 

between illusions and reality. She is a child who wishes to relish her 

existence rather than go through the motions of daily living. She 

prefers to do activities when she chooses to, rather than when she is 

instructed to. 
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